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IN REPLY REFER TO 

S16/NIC-00XC 
% m vZ73 


SECRET 

INTELLIGENCE, CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
SUbj: request^for ^f eather Modification Experiments; 

Enc.1: (l) OP-9 86 Memorandum Ser 00 7P9 86 of 5 Jan 19 73 

i: I J^ he enclos ed Memorandum from RADM MOFFIT contains a 
requesu for very high altitude imagery in support of a 
series of weather modification experiments whicf a?f ? G be 
conducted m the vicinity of Santa Barbara, CaJifoJnia? 

f ° I .1 Tile purpose of the experiments is to develoo 
ffective cloud dispersal techniques which, if successful 
could have operational application. successful, 

LJeJ nf n ?L t n e o° Perati 2 nal ca P abil ities and sensor 

obtaining tS a a J rcraft suggest its suitability for 
o-o earning the desired imagery, your asqi’qfanno ■ ^ T .... 

U-2 support to this project is requeued! Providing 

4 * 1 I If y° ur response to this request is favnrahi^ 

app?op?iate d CIA a of - lreC; l : lia j SOn be established between the 
appropriate CIA ofricials and the Navy point of contact frZ 
tne project, CDR D . N. BROWN, OX 7-1444 contact for 
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c. D. EVERHART 
Deputy 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 

Or- PICE uF THE1 CH IEF OF" NAVAL- O Pi : Fi A!f O 'i ' > 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20350 


SECRET 

MEMORANDUM 'FOR COMMANDER , " NAVAL INTELLIGENCE COMMAND 




IN REPLY RZFER TO 

OP-986Bl/mhs 
Ser 007P986 
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>pment Project, request 


^ ’ | | Dux ing the period January to April 1973> Naval Weapons Center, 

China Eake will be conducting weather modification experiments over 
ocean areas in the vicinity of Santa Barbara, California. Timing of 
specific experiments is contingent upon the existence of satisfactory 
natural conditions. Last year such conditions existed about 16 times 
during the four-month period. Ihe existence of satisfactory conditions 
can usually be predicted 6 hours in advance with about 80% reliability. 
Tentative decisions to try an experiment are made 48 hours in advance'* 
with a Go/No decision 24 hours ahead, 

2* | [ During this year we hope to conduct, between 8 and 12 experiments. 

It would be of considerable value if very high altitude imagery (visible* 
and/or IR) of portions of the experiment area (200 x 200 n mile) were 
available at 10-minute intervals for one hour prior to initial seeding 
and up to three hours following seeding. Informal liaison has indicated 
that U-2 services might be able to provide soma of the desired coverage 

~o " * 

^ 9 requested that coverage or as many experiments as possible 

be. autnorized on a not to interfere basis in support of this weather 
modification R&D effort. It is recognized that the unavoidable indefi- 
nite times the coverage would be desired and the short alert times which 
are intrinsic to the problem may preclude coverage in many cases. If 
authorized, it is recommended that direct liaison be established’between 
the R&D project personnel (Dr. Elliott, NWC , X2410) and aircraft activity 
in order to define details and effect coordination. The point of contact 
on my staff for this project is CDR D. N. Brown (0X7-1444). 
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